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be of her deference to his Italian prejudices than the sur-
prising fact that the Queen brought herself to speak " good-
humouredly of Garibaldi" ?

Under these bright skies they sailed together through the
last years of Palmerston's predominance.    Her burden was
so heavy now; and the Prime Minister's vagaries, aided by
his aged Foreign Secretary, made it no lighter.   Palmerston
and Russell were almost wholly indifferent, it seemed, to
what Prince Albert would have done ; and she could scarcely
bring herself to write to King Leopold about " the conduct of
those two dreadful old men."   But somehow Gladstone
seemed different; there was nothing in, the official duties of
the Chancellor of the Exchequer to bring him into unfriendly
contact with the Crown; and it was almost a testimonial to
him, when Palmerstou reported to the Queen that " Mr.
Gladstone has been as troublesome and wrong-headed as he
often is upon subjects discussed in Cabinet/'   Things might
be easier, when she was left alone with Gladstone; and
when time removed Lord Palmerston, Lord Russell took his
place with Gladstone at his elbow.   He led the Commons
now ; and the Queen wrote to tell him of " her gratification
at the accounts she hears from all sides of the admirable
manner in which he has commenced his Leadership in, the
House of Commons."   His thanks were courtly;  and he
showed himself extremely obliging about one of those public
statements as to her children's duties, through which the
path to her affections lay.   When they were beaten on
Reform in 1866, she was reluctant to take back the Tories,
her Private Secretary informing Gladstone that she " con-
siders it the bounden duty of her Ministers, in, the present
state of the Continent, not to abandon their posts, for she
knows that it would be impossible at this moment to form
another Government which could command the Public
Confidence."   But although she pressed them to inform the
House of Commons that she hesitated to accept their
resignation occasioned by defeat upon a matter of detail at a
time of European crisis, they persisted in resigning.   So the